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Communicetions and Public Relations

Ssars, Rosbuck and Co.
BC-104B

3333 Beverly Road

Hoffmen Estates, lllincis 60179
708/288-8309

IF A X | 708/286-8351 (fax)

To: Catherine Cumberland

Date: April 17, 1997

Subject: Schumacher Battery Charger Recall -- revised release attached
Pages: 4 (including cover)

Attached, as promised, is the most recent version of the Schumacher Battery Charger press
release. I believe all the information you were seeking is included (per the attached memo from
George Zelazny). Please let me know if you need additional information or would like to talk to
George or Don Schumacher personally.

Thank you for your assistance and your patience.
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| MEMOl

To: J. Kamlowsky, W. Crafter, D/628

From: G. Zelazny, D/817 m

Date: April 11, 1997

Subjecc: CPSC comments re proposed Press Release and In Score Signs

Artached for your review are modified drafts of che documents shared with you on 4/9/97. The

CPSC in Washington suggested changes more in the area of form than subsmance, and Schumacher
has processed them accordingly.

The CPSC engineering swaff of is currendy reviewing the production modifications implemented by

Schumacher and it is expected the Commission will repore their findings sometime during the week
of 4/14/97.

The Product Safery Office will place 2 hold on the auchorization for sign production untl CPSC
gives its clearance and acceprance of the recall program to Schumacher.

If anyone has questions conract me at your convenience.

cc: Corporate Product Safecy Commitree
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/\)ﬂ’g Sign: To be posted in Sears stoce

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE

RECALL OF DIEHARD AUTOMATIC 6/12VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER ENGINE STARTER 10/2/60 AMP
SEARS MODEL 200.71310

FRONT BACK

Date Code on bottom of charger Label on back of charger

QONLY those with the following codes ars affected If your charger has a white
H961, H962, H963, HB64, H965, HI66, HIeT, label showing # 1682, It has
K968, H969 , H9610 , H9611 , HS612 , 371 , H972, been modified and can be used

POTENTIAL HAZARD

Under cartain circumstances there is a potential overheating and possible smoke/fire
hazard.

IDENTIFICATION

The model number is located on the frant of the charger. The preduction Date Code is
moided into the plastic base of the charger. Only those chargers with date codes from
January 1996 through February 1997 (H961...H372, as indicated above) are affected. if the
charaer is marked with a White fabel an the back of the charuer with # 1682, the charaer
has been modified and does not need to be retumed.

CORRECTIVE ACTION
If you have one of these chargers { without the white label and within the affected date

cade) , bring it to your nearest Sears Auto Center , Sears Hardware Store aor Dealer Store
where it can be exchanged for a new charger free of charge.

INQUIRES: 1 800 SEARS 64
MSN9790 o

Removal 60 days after posting.

Y



APR-11-87 SAT 15:24 P. 22

DRAFT #5s CPSC CONTACT
CPSC LETTERHEAD

SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CONTACT

DON SCHUMACHER
773 973 1600

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
@ APRIL XX 1997

CPSC AND SCHUMACHER ANNOUNCE RECALL OF SEARS BATTERY CHARGER

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Conswmner Product Safety Commission (CPSC) ,
Schumacher Electric Corp., Chicago, lllinois, is recalling approximately 100,000 Sears DieHard battery chargers.

The chargers are belng voluntarily recalled due to a wiring connection that, while the unit is plugged into
a live outlet, could result in a short in the transfonmer causing it to overheat, creating a possible smoke or fire
hazard. Sears has removed all of the potentially defective units from its shelves, and Schumacher Electric has
corrected the wiring in these chargers.

The chargers were sold in Sears Automotive Centers, Sears Hardware stores and Sears Dealer stores as
Die Hard battery charger model 200.71310 at a price of $64.99. The product date code is molded into the plastic
base of the charger. Only chargers manufactured between January 1986 and February 1987 are affected by the
recall, If the charger is marked with a white labe! sticker on the back of the charger with the #1682, this indicates
that the charger has been modified and does not need to be returned. Consumers can check the date code on the
base or bottom of their charger ( see attached diagram) to determine if their charger is included in the recall.

Consumers are advisad to immedIately stop using the baitery charger and return it to their nearest Sears
Auto Center, Sears Hardware Store or Ssars Oealer store where it can ba exchanged for a2 new charger free of

charge.

No other Sears battery chargers are involved In the recall.

SEARS MODEL 200.71310

FRONT BACK

Date Code on bottom of charger Label on back of charger
ONLY those with the following codes are affected if your charger has a white
H961 , H962 , H963, H964, H965, H966, H967, label showing # 1682, It has
H968 , H969 , H9610 , H9611 , H9612 , H971 , H972. been modified and can be used

INQUIRES: 1 800 SEARS 64

The U.S. Consumer Product Safaty Commission protects the public from unreasonable risks of injury or
death from 16,000 types of consumer products under agency jurisdiction. To repoit a dangerous product or
product related injury and for infarmation on CPSC's fax-on-demand services, call CPSC's hotline(800)638 2772 or
CPSC's teletypewriter at (800] 638 8270. To order a press celsass through fax-on-demand, call (301} 604 0061 (rom
the handset of your fax machine and enter the release number. Consumers can obtain the release and recali
information at CPSC’s web site at
HTTP/iwww.cpsc.gov or via internet gopher services at cpsc.gov. Consumers can report products hazards to info

Qepsc.gov. .
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/)@g Sign: To be posted in Sears store

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE

RECALL OF DIEHARD AUTOMATIC 6/12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER ENGINE STARTER 10/2/60 AMP
SEARS MODEL 200.71310

FRONT BACK
D> . =)
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Date Code on bottom of charger Label on back of charger
ONLY those with the following codes are affected if your charger has a white
H961 , H962 , H963, H964, H965, H966, H967, label showing # 1682, It has
H968 , H969 , H3610 , H9611 , HS612 , H971 , H972. been modified and can be used
POTENTIAL HAZARD
Under certain circumstances there is a potential overheating and possible smoke/fire
hazard.
IDENTIFICATION

The model number is located on the front of the charger. The production Date Code is
molded into the plastic base of the charger. Only those chargers with date codes from
January 1996 through February 1997 (H961...H972, as indicated above) are affected. if the
charaer Is marked with a White label on the back of the charaer with # 1682. the charoer
has been madified and does not nead to ba returned.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

if you have one of these chargers ( without the white label and within the affected date
code) , bring it to your nearest Sears Auto Center , Sears Hardware Store or Dealer Store

where it can be exchanged for a new charger free of charge.

INQUIRES: 1 800 SEARS 64

Removal 60 days after posting. MSNS7-006
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961003Ccc7018

S. CONSIMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSICN
AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a pata:dal
product safety problem. The Oonsumer Product Safety Commission &paxh
on concerned people to share product safety information with us. We main—
tain a record of this information, and use it to assist us in fdenti€ying
and resolving product safety problems.

We routinely forward this information to merufactirers and private
labelers to inform them of the involvement of their product in an accident

.simatitm. We alsc give the information to others requesting informatiox
asbout specific products. Manufacturers need the individual’s name so that

they can obtain additional information édn the product or accident sitimtion.

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will
allow us to disclicse your name. If you reqQuest that your name  remain
confidential, we will of course, honor that request, After you have indi-

cated your preference, please sign your name and date the document an the
lines provided.

| | !ouarehetebyauﬂnrizedmdiscloseuymarﬂaddnm
|__| with the information collected on this case.

—?a\'l\ My identity is to remain confidential. (b.r phone)

(Signature) B . (ate)
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. NOTICE OF INSPECTION e ]
" 1.0ATE . R 3. FROM (Ares Gffice and Address) . - - -
2 & Y . 0.8y Tonsumec P::pdc: Safacy Cam....sx..n
‘ D . I N\ - \ - « s
- 230 S Cearvorn St.; Rm 2944 . .. | . el . -
2TIME | - Chicago., IL €0€C4 . Lo~ : .
LI R .'- : . ) b, . R . - .. . . "
—_—a M : a : 312-353-826C
A, NAME AND TITLE OF INDIVIOUAL Lo .
. S ™ - : n
RO . l.'\"_ DA Vo s \P LA :
8. FIAM NAME : . o - )
SEARS HARCWARE STORE _ : - PR ,Ts‘.;"‘: :‘»—"% 7%z
L T0 ¢ NUMBER AND STREET ADORESS _ ) -
Y 7 P - Raukecal Ra/
D. CiTY, STATE AND 21P COOE .
Nerznzezsi. I ' \ ~ -
i - b \"’o . L)
Notice afm:pecﬁnahhuwby;lm pursuant to:

J3. CONSUMER PRODUCT-SAFETY COMMISSIG:

e Flammable Fabrics Act (15 US.C. 1191 er seq.): :
® Fedaral Trade Conmmission Act (15 US.C. 41 er 22q.);
o Sections 16, 19 and 27 of the Consmer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2065, 2068 and 2076)

® Section 704(s) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 US.C. 374(s)) [Authority for = — ~--
in connection with the Poison Preventian Packaging Act of 1970 (15 US.C. 1471 ef seq.)] 3ad/oc

® Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 US.C. 1270(b))-

hfc'n the back of this form for 3 discussion of iaspectional authority and fdc pertinent statutory tangmage.

& PURPOSES OF INSPECTION AND NATURE OF INFORMATION TO B€ OSTAINED ANO/OR COPMED.

mmdmwuwebmWn:mmmammdt&meuﬁ
Bmitad to records, reports, books. documents; and labeling: and to obtain samples, in arder to enfarce or de-
termine commpliance with the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Commicdian

7O LEARN ABCUT CCMP:LAIMNTS CN CAR BATTEWRYCHARGERS.

& PREEDCM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS o -

Mfmmmhmwﬁnﬂmmuydmhfma&d:ﬂhm
to contain or relate to 8 trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be
confidential and whather any of the informarion is belisved to be entitled to exemptica from disclosure by the
Comunission under the provisions of ths Freedom of Informatioa Act (15 US.C. 552). Any statement ssmestig
this claim of confidentiali« rust be in writing. and anv request for exemntinn of the infarmarion from die-
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April 10, 1997

Catherin Cumberland

Consumer Product Safety Commissicn
4330 East West Highway Room 613
Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Ms. Cunberland:

In response to the full report required by the Consumer Product Safety
Commission, I am submitting the following:

1. Donald A. Schumacher, President
Schumacher Electric Corporation
7474 N Rogers Ave
Chicago, IL 60626

2. Schumacher Electric Corporation
7474 N Rogers Ave
Chicago, IL 60626

Plant of Manufacture
Schumacher Electric Corporation
1025 E. Thompson Ave
Hoopeston, IL 60942

3. séars Die Hard Automotive Battery Charger Model #71310, retail
price of $64.99, date codes of H961, H962, H963, HS64, HI6S5,
H966, H967, H968, H969, H9610, H9611, H9612, H971l, H972. If the
product has a white sticker with 1682 on the back then the
product has been modified and can be used.

4. Enclosed

5. Possible overheating, creating a smoke/fire hazard.

6. Copy of c¢laim enclosed.

7. Approximately 100,000 pieces.
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April 10, 1997
Catherin Cumberland

Page 2.
8‘
90
warehouses that have been recalled,
10. Enclosed
11. Enclosed
12.
reshipped to Sears.
unit at no charge.
disassaenbled for salvage.
13.
for Sears under the Die Hard name.
14. N/A
15. N/A

ZCRC/L, LU CiRe oS
(374 N HOUers Ave, = Chiealo fL 60628 o (312) 973.1600 « FAX 312-973-7 /8]

Manufactured and sold from January 1996 to February 1997.

P. 02

68,000 units in consumer hands, 2200 units at Sears stores and
10,700 units have been
rewoerked that were in my stockroom and the 22,000 units being
returned from Sears that are new will be reworked.

All unsold product has been returned and will be reworked and

Returned to Schumacher Electric to be

All sold product will be replaced with a new

The product is manufactured by Schumacher Electric exclusively
It is sold at Sears Auto
Centers, Sears Paint and Hardware Stores, Sears Dealer Stores.

bn Aotoprcdl.

SA A Wl daua BPlanteinan
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Rework Procedure # 1682 for 71312 - 94191008 93026431 rev 3-20-97
sesessrsersrrnsmsasssvnnenasnnes T IS REWORK IS NOT THE SAME AS THE 71310...........

Object is to rework all stock and in process chargers , all distribution retums and 431
transformers

The transformer 93026431 Is to result in a transformer with:

1. Thermal Switch 3900000106 must be located on the outside of coil, narrow side down, in
positions 4 & 6. You will have to remove THE Brown jumper from the transformer before the TP
and the TCO can be reinstalled. Remove M/M tenms from positions § & 6, then open tape wrap
carefully as you will reuse. First place the 39000000938 TCO in pos 4 & 5 on top of the layer of
tape already in place , then place the TP In positions 4 & 6,

The thermal switch_is relocated in positions 4 and 6 after the tco is located in positions 4 & §,
Make sure both TP and TC leadwires are completelv separated from each other and the bodv of

the TP.
3. Reconnect the Bm lead. 76 5 4 3 2 |

yeljl"”ihl

m z gray Llua

93028431

The Charaer is to resuit in a charaer with:

1. Thermal Switch on the outside of coil

2. Thermal Cutoff 3900000099 added to the transformer
3. Sleeving on the leads designated see Marked up prints-
4. Green Iabel on the individual and master cartons

Charger rework Obtain the charger from stock and rework by:

1. Carefully remove the individual cartons from the master carton. Save Master Carton

2, Carefully remove the charger from the individual carton. Save Carton and Manual

3. Remove the six screws securing the cover to the case. Remove Cover. Save all hardware

4, Observe the transformer:

The Thermal switch 3900000106 must be located on the outside of the coll with a thermal cutout
3900000099 also added to the transformer (See proper hookup view ),

5. Sleeving 0399000021 is to be added to the charger linecord connections. if the charger has the
duat wire( jumper) the sleaving should be put on the terminals next to the linecord connection
and on the singie end terminat of the jJumper. OR 8A

§A. Dual lead linecord put 039%000022 on the dual connection and 0399000021 on the single end.
6. Repiace the cover and secure with the six saved screws.

7. Test the charger per standard test specification

8. Iif charger tests OK , repack with manual in the saved individual carton. Label the carton with
green label. Repack four reworked chargers into the saved master pack. Label the master carton
with one of the green labels.

9. Restock
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DATE

a/24/93
DRAWN
LA 1 5
oun
4 Repiece tneco 1598 1-20-97
E_.t. switch s]v ..tlsn- -H. TELPE &
3 et WS 048 ada 952 1580 12-13-96 ayv V' _!.n
ot 1367 rRRTEN
W2/ S | Py
1 Print Update 9/25/95 s< CM. | ar24/98
ECN SUPEASED(S
NO. REVISION NO. DATE SIG.

| 94-191-007-04

oL ONI0
BATY. CARLL

7474 ROGERS AVE. CHICAGD, ILLINDIS 60626

Sears 71310

AL WMDSINS [N DICHES
TOLERANCES

wiring diagram

PART NO.
94-191-007-04
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George F. Zelac..y

SEARS Product Safety Analysis Office
Product Qualtty Assurance
Depantment 817,

Home Office
3333 Beverly Road
Hoffman Estates, ltinols 60179

January 21, 1997

Mr. Wayne Luczak
SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CO.
7474 N. Rogers Avenue

Chicago, [L 60626

Dear Wayne:

In keeping with our established practice, we are enclosing a copy of information which was
directed to us from the U.S. Consumer Product Safecy Commision, regarding a product
manufactured by your firm for Sears. Because of the alleged circumstances we have encered
this issue into our M-55 product safery investigative procedures.

Your company may already be aware of this matter or similar situations through other
sources of information.

As you are aware, if your evaluation reasonably supports the conclusion that this product
contains a defect which could create a substantial product hazard, or fails to comply with an

applicable consumer product safety rule, you are required to notify the CPSC.

After your office has had an opportunity to review this material, please inform me of your
final disposition.

Sincerely.

£33
F. {Hazny

GFZ:ccr
Enc.

cc: J. Kamlowsky, D/628
D. A. Macarus, D/817

97 M55 HL 34 628.00-5,7

G/l (
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Ve 1) e ST L § KOV 1958, ;#n5
R 9 2. NVESTIGATOR'S D 3. OFACE CoDl
LeamNO. emartoR | s EPINEMINI NEIS
4. DATE OF NCIDENTYR MO DAY S.DATE NVESTIGATION YR MO DAY wvesm Aﬂc-ﬁ!
[OUSHONSH1N2) wmaTED SUEN1MON1X0) REPORT

€. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT:

" A new battery charger attached to a car battery in a garage caused a fise. The Hemor=
believe that the charger caused the garage to catch fire. Then the fire bumed the root
of the house. The occupants escaped without injury. A pet dog died. The housa had
over $100,000 damage. The charger was destroyed.

8. oIy 9. STATE
Northbrook 1L

7. LOCATION Slamea, ssboal otn.)
home garags (2}

10A. RAST MHODUCT 11A. TRARSE DAL, RAME, MODEL NUMBER, = " fEor— " g SADDAEES
battery charger {OXBI8L3] Sears Rocbuck Dishard battary charger model 28-71310, Sears -
Rocbuck & Co. Hoffman Estates, IL 601779

" 108. SECOND PRODUCT 118, TRADE/SRAND NAME. MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRERS
- Nooe [OXO}OXO]

13, SEX ASSE NUMERICAL CODIE

12. AGE OF VICTIM
MALE -1
FEMALE - 2 [0}

{oXon0)
UNKNOWN- 3 ]
16. BODY PART . 17. RESPONDENTIS) Adothar, Friand) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION 18. TIME SPENT |

Nons BYY]  Owoerfiremm  [1) Tamwone-z 01 pyopo)

14, eroeiius 'u.-umm

_ 20. ATTACHMENTS 21, CASE SOURCE 22. FEVEWED BY YR MO DAY
Fire rpt, photos (] nowspspar  [0)(S) (XXX) I»IIII

7] V28
23. PERAISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES
SVON-NISES CASES ONLY] CPOC MAYDCLOSEMYNAME[ ] CPSCMAY NOTDISCLOSEMV MAME[x ]

_ 24. NARRATIVE (See instruations an Pege 2} Izs.momctmnm DATE

&

wmmrm
wmuiuwiwmhwumawm-n-—im *
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- IDI 961003CCC7018 ' L2 nov 1oy

PRE-ACCIDENT:

An automobile has a system that lights up the cigarette lighter
receptacle to allow users to know where to put the lighter back
after use when it is dark. The owners did not realize that the
light stays on if the lighter or a car phone or other unit is not
plugged into the empty receptacle. The owner took out the car
phone jack, and did not put the cigarette lighter back in. She
then went on vacation for 10 days, leaving the car in her garage.
When she returned, the car would not start because the battery
charge had been drained too low. . .

Earlier this year, in June 1996, the woman bought a new car
battery charger for $69.00. She and her 12 year old son attached
the new battery charger directly to the car battery, and plugged
the two prong cord into a three prong, grounded, electric¢al wall
outlet on the back wall of the garage. The charger was placed on
‘a steel shelf on the wall. This was the first time it was used.
This was done on Sunday, 8-11-96, at 8:30 P.M.

The house and two car garage are made of brick. The house is a
one story ranch type. The back wall of the garage is common to
the front of the house. There are no doors or windows in this
wall. A part of the roof of the house overhangs this wall. The
garage has two entry doors, one in each of the side walls, and an
overhead garage door.

The Owner checked on the battery charger about 10:30 that '
evening. It was still charging the battery. It should shut down
automatically after the battery is fully charged. The unit was
left as is, and the owner went to bed.

ACCIDENT:

Monday morning, at about 2:30 A.M. the owner received a phone
call from her neighbor, telling her to get out of their house,
because it was on fire. The owner and her son got out without
injuries. The house was full of thick smoke. They could see that
the garage was totally in flames.

POST-ACCTNENT;

The firemen came and put out the fire. They traced the fire ta
the battery charger. They could see that the steel shelving was
discolored on its underside, and that the burn patterns led away
from this area. The garage, the two cars, and the battery
charger were completely destroyed. The house suffered heavy fire
damage to the roof, and smoke and water damage to the conten

and to the rest of the house. It is not habitable.

: ©
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I visited the store where the battery charger was. purchased to
get a description of the product. The store employees were not
aware of any complaints about this product.

ANvGE AUENTIFACATION:

The product involved is a Sears Diehard battery charger. I
copied the data from the outer box and 2 new unit itself at the
retail store. . .

The outer box for this battery charger had the catalog number of
28-71310. It was called the "Sears Diehard 10/2/60 full{ :
_automatic battery charger and engine starter". The UPC label had
the designation "D28-M71310". The box label also stated:” For 6
and 12 volt batteries. 10 amp charge. 2 amp trickle charge. Color
coded impact resistant meter. Trickle charge LED indicator.
Spark proof protection. Reverse hook up protection. Two modes,
manual and fully auvtomatic.® The unit has a three year warranty.
It has the Sears Roebuck and Co. name, and address of dept 817WA,

. Hoffman Estates, I1 60179.

The unit itself has.a rigid, dark gray colored plastic shell.

The two pronixelectrical cord is four feet long. The battery
‘cables are six feet long with brass pincers that have a 75 Amp
capacity. The unit has a UL listing of 815G E32074 on the tzo%Eb 9
The back identification label states that this is model ’
.200.71310., with an input of 120V AC, 6.4c 1.9/6/Aac; an output

<
- of 12/6 V Dc, 10/2/A DC. 1It has a 12 V DC/6 V DC engine start af .
S second Max on and 240 second Min off. . : <5§§)

13O

A
STAMDARDS :

This product's label states it as having the UL listed tag and
number on it. _

ATTACHEMENTS :

There is a fire report record, and five photographs of the
garage. ,

ghoto 1 shows the right garage wall and the front door of the
ouse. ‘

Photo 2 shows the right doorway to the garage and the burnt ruof
overhang on the house.

-‘Photo 3 is the inside left wall and back wall of the garage.

Photo 4 shows the inside right wall and the back wall and exit .
- door of the garage.

Photo 5 is through the left exit door of the garage. This '
the burnt overhang of the house roof. _
2 .
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o NORTHBROOK FIRE DEPARTMENT
@ 740 DUNDEE ROAD INCIDENT REPGRT
. < NORTHBROOK, ILLINOIS 60062 961003ccc7018
| + Qoee 2 Q=
INCIDENT NO. P [* -3 DAY YEAR | DAY OF WEAR - ALAAM TINE | AARIVAL THad "-#v"
A CN 362 961282 r 00} 08 12] 96! ' MONDAY i ZI 0221 0227 072
TYPE OF SITUATION FOUND " 1 YYPE OF ACTION TAXEN . . WUTUAL A -
STRUCTURE FIRE | 11} EXTINGUSHED { b 4 . CF.“ 2 Oon
FIXED PROPEATY USE KNITION PACTOR B
RESIDENCE | 411 FAULTY ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE
D s . - 2w cooe © Tcaweus Taacy
<y | &6z | #8780

e LR

F SRk | — N, =
G METHOO OF ALARM FAOU PUBLIC " - 1 GASD NUMBEN os,'m-un- *-n.nu;-‘-—!-
" Q. FINE BEAVICE MLRSONNELRES. NO. EMGINES ALSPONOED NO. AERUAL APPARATUS AESFONDED 0. OTwEN m;;(:-un )
H l , 003 00 T
i MUMSSA OF BUURIES 000| 000 MUMBER OF PATALITIES 000| - o - .
FIRE SERVICE 1 omen 1| FINE SERVICE ] ) _ anen |
ComLEx MOSILE PROPENTY TYPE B
J]  RESIDENCE , 4 N/ |
ARBA DF PIRE DRIGH SOLNIPMENT INVOLYED B8 1GNTION -
K GARAGE N 47] ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE - '
P KEAT OF IOW TYPE OF MATERIAL IGNITED OF MATBAIAL KNTED o
L SBOB‘I CIICUI‘! . 24! PLASTIC §4 IRSULATION '
METHOD OF EXTINGUISHMENT TEVELOF FIRE ONIGIN SETIRATED LOMS IDOLLARS DML
M VATEX ?ROH INGINBS | 5 S*' ABOVE GRADE ].I - ?10,0, 000
UMBEA OF TTOAIRS - CONSTRUCTION TYPe .
N ONE VITH BASEMENT | 2 PROTECTED VOOD FRAME 1
0 ““EESF Y W sTRUCTURE 6 RS NE I ¥ s TrUCTURE: - :
P °"“s50KE DETECTOR IN HOUSE DIDN'?T OPER. 3 ""HOME PRESENT N '
Q TR R U S NoLES M COoRIDORS 7'
R NS P 2 e, .
B MOBILE PROPERTY . -
sl' Y I"ﬁ'/A "W |"°§')_A. l 17/ . l 57/
.Tl" ':'Pmmvw YRAR wAKS omN uODAL - luun.uc.om ﬂ u

SETRAATIONS AND EVALUATIONS MADE HEREIN ASPRESENT “MOST LIKELY™ AND 08T PROSASLE" CALSE AND BFPACT.

9613448

R.E.D. #: HNSON, J.
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RED #

9613448

961003CCC7018
ADDITIONAL -COXMENTS

FIRST ARRIVING DISCOVERED A HOME VITH THE GARAGE

HEAVILY INVOLVED IN FIRE. IT TOOK APPROXIMATELY 30 WIRUTES TO
EXTINGUSE THE FIRE. TEE CAUSE OF THE FIRE 1S UNDER INVESTIGATION EY
THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU.
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Photo 5.

P. 15

The cutsiode of the left garage exit door and
the burnt roof overhang.

«sg,-‘ ,
g"u- 9

i

c
<
2
&
o
F
)
€
i
L}
-
-8
°
=




J W‘ 2;'&‘%'

. r ae s
-":z‘ﬂﬁr'r

=3
arel

- IS iy,
i~ R

I

i P .
LD -':"4]-':-’:—3

N ot

e
b K g 3

St AN AR a Tae ¢ fag el -

APR-11-97 SAT 15:25

P. 23

: 551397
o Iho Tests Conducted i o Zad.
7 e, &' on Sears 7/310/1.4'5 tap-y %_.,...7
LI\ \IE \77:3 é 7 4'\/.
% Bon £
Y Steve W.
s G -

St Chk. Lt

&fa So1veh - ‘ew’

/-lv//yw Aozl

C/s w41 fauD

ottoe Deford’
¢ x5k duodss

vsp- e

_&. Rev. ‘e—*/ar&g/u: 12

v//u//;u«-ﬁ-ﬂlﬂ— . 8

# xsu' dids

SFR u/mw

S-7 Meey {;;-37' %-461-&

pu A Feey 32
- /2 A-c-a,J ( '3—

,e..,;.,s-x.,

.

L2 ?.:‘:“‘ )

CA; P C””/'?:’") b cpled (4% La- Mf—zu-
ysp — &8

RV A
5. Ty BosnF ad- b 3@{;)

t:....a«.«-a

y Hodod decde: ~TP led m Ll Aees.
s, anfm Chogrs - (Is‘ow) uucgc |

“OC- PP






Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date: Lf'l 2,2,167 7.

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call:
My 2nd Call:

Name: DPonald Schummpho
Firm: Stwnricher Seerec.
Telephone Number: (7 75) G 73 —/ (0 xpc3

Case/Subject: Savi Be ##H &ZZZ Cﬁ/rfwﬁc/
/—%WC/(&) 74/0,() +te. Lot CCOLU ‘}J@ Scud, ("}d{' 3,&_{&,&
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Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date: L{! \4\'6}’2}/

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call: [0 >h
My 2nd Call:

Name: < Pordald Schowaszhenr—
Firm: clwwwchnr Sleervsc
Telephone Number: /\7723)4 73~ 1200 x 203
Case/Subject: e /o #7782y Chmeer”
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Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date: (] ! r)’qu)— :

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call: o=@
My 2nd Call: 2.2

Name: ‘TD"%I\\ M o b
Firm: clnviele ~ EAieniec
Telephone Number: ( 775/ )973-/00 4303,

Case/Subject: Boyrrmzcr: bmvews”
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Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date: ¢ \ ¥ l'r?ﬂ’

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call: )5
My 2nd Call: %o - ‘5'4

Name: Qdﬂm PMW
el
Firm:  Sems
Telephone Number: (Cblﬂ) 23l 4307 -

Case/Subject: Schumordhd  poddim Chanes”
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Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date: ti,//t{’/f?f}

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call: 1{9(
My 2nd Call:

Name: SHwe UDhatlidy

Firm:  Schomacher

Telephone Number:

Case/Subject:  Zuiim C{nowc?’,u/
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Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date: 4!‘1 !ﬂﬂ

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call: an
My 2nd Call:

Name: Donnd Shwoscher
Frm: Schomwnacher Zlertic
Telephone Number: C ’)73_’) G73- 100 k302
Case/Subject: E‘rmw:,j c ’hMZM
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Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date:  #/2/97 - dl3

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call: pcond
My 2nd Call: 45?2

Name: Dol D =chorvacher

Firm: Schumfcher Elecrmc

Telephone Number: (- /7'73) I73- /000 x203
Case/Subject: 'Bﬁwnr3q-bu, baHeru -
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Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date: 4 !3!@:1

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call:
My 2nd Call:

Name: /Pfqa';c; %/
Firm: Se’s.
Telephone Number:

Case/Subject: Sdu/nqﬁ—c,/w/ FlicTveua .
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Memorandum of Telephone Call

Date: 3|aclaz. glalaz-

Their 1st Call:
Their 2nd Call:

My 1st Call: 3%
My 2nd Call: 4%

Name: Doraold homales”
Firm: <choumachay <lscrerc.
Telephone Number: C 773)@7 2 000 x =3

Case/Subject:
£ X
gfggﬁm@z&/m '/OCaLLM_\
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April 9, 1997
Katherin Cumberland
Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway Room 613
Bethesda, MD 20814
Reference: Draft of letter for news release and signage.

Corrective action taken on inventory in Sears
warehouse, Sears stores and our warehouse.

Dear Katherin:

Enclosed 4is a draft of a news release Sears and Schumacher Electrioc
has put together along with a sign that will be posted in the Sears
stores. Please review these and advise me of your thoughts.

The corrective action we have taken is documented in the rework
procedure #1682. This work has been completed on all of our warehouse
inventory and all Sears stores and warehouse inventory.

. Sincerely
SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CORPORATION

ot sdobicmer

Donald A. Schumacher
President

kD
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DRAFT #4s
CPSC LETTERHEAD

CPSC CONTACT

SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CONTACT
DON SCHUMACHER
773 973 16800

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APRIL XX 1997

CPSC AND SCHUMACHER ANNOUNCE RECALL OF SEARS BATTERY CHARGER

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC), Schumacher Electric Corp., Chicago , Hlinois, is recalling
approxirnately 100,000 Sears DieHard battery chargers.

The chargers are being voluntarily recalled due to a wiring connection that, while
the unit is plugged into a live outiet, could result in a short in the transformer causing it
to overheat, creating a possible smoke or fire hazard. Sears has removed alt of the
potentiaily defective units from its shelves, and Schumacher Electric has corrected the
wiring in these chargars.

The chargers were sold in Sears Automotive Centers, Sears Hardware stores and
Sears Dealer stores as Die Hard battery charger model 200.71310. The product date code
is moided into the plastic base of the charger. Only chargers manufactured between
January 1996 and February 1997 are affected by tha recall. If the charger is marked with a
white label sticker on the back of the charger with the #1682, this indicates that the
charger has bean modified and does not need to be returned. Consumers can check the

date code on the base or bottom of their charger ( see attached diagram) to determine if
their charger is included in the recall.

Consumers are advised to immediately stop using the battery charger and return

it to their nearest Sears Auto Center, Sears Hardware Store or Sears Dealer store where it
can be exchanged for a new charger free of charge.

No other Sears battery chargers are involved in the recall.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission protects the public from
unreasonable risks of Injury or death from 15,000 types of consumer products under
agency jurisdiction. To report a dangerous product or product related Injury and for
information on CPSC’s fax-on-demand services, call CPSC’s hotline(800)638 2772 or
CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638 8270. To order a press release through fax-on-demand,
call (301) 504 0051 from the handset of your fax machine and enter the release number.
Consumers can obtain the release and recall information at CPSC’s web site at

HTTP:/iwww.cpsc.gov or via intemnet gopher services at cpsc.gov. Consumers can report
products hazards to info @cpsc.gov.
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Rework Procedure # 1682 for 74310 - 94191007 93026428 3-17-97 rev 3-20-97

Object is 1o rework all stock and in process chargers , all distribution retums and 428
transformers

The transformer Is to result in a transformer with:

1. Thermal Switch 3900000106 must be located on the outside of coil, narrow side down, Use a
layer of glass cloth tape under and over the thermal switch. You will have to remove jumpers
Brown , Yellow and Gray from the transformer before TP can be reinstallad. The therma!l switch is
focated In positions 6§ and 3.

2. A Thermal Cutoff 3900000083 is added to the transformer. Place in bobbin hole and wire to
position 7 and S.

Make sure both TP and TC leadwires are completaiv separated from each other and the bodyv of

the TP,
3. Reconnect the Bm, Yel and Gry leads.

5'@@

m 6RY ORS -

The Charaer is to result in a charoer with:

1. Thermal 8witch on the outside of coil

2. Thermal Cutoff addad to the transformer

3. Sieeving on the leads designated see 94191007-08
4. Green label on the individual and master cartons

Charger rework Obtain the charger from stock and rework by:

1. Carefully remove the individual cartons from the master carton. Save Master Carton
2. Carefully remove the charger from the individual carton. Save Carton and Manual

3. Remove the six screws securing the cover to the case. Remove Cover, Save all hardware
4, Observe the transformer:

The Thermal switch 3900000106 must be [ocated on the outside of the coil.

A thermal cutout 3900000083 must be added to the transformer (See proper hookup view ).

§. Sleeving 0399000021 is to be added to the charger linecord connections. if the charger has the
dual wire{ Jumper) the slesving should be put on the terminals next to the linecord connection
and on the single end terminal of the jumper.
SA. Dual lead linecord put 0399000022 on the dual connection and 0399000021 on the single end.
6. Replace the cover and secure with the six saved screws. Place label 1682 on back of charger
above and next to the warning words.

7. Test the charger per standard test specification

8. if charger tests OK , repack with manual in the saved individual carton. Label the carton with
green label. Repack four reworked chargers into the saved master pack. Label the master carton
with one of the green [abels.
9. Restock
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Schumacher Electric Corporation
7474 North Rogers Avenue
Chicago , lllinois 60626

Mr. Marc Schoem , Director
Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway Room 613
Bethesda , Maryland 20814

Reference: Notification of product hazard
Mr. Schoem;

Mr. Don Scumacher has requested that | send to you:

fr
(2) model 71310 battery chargers with SY diodes and
(1) model 71310 charger with the Motorola diodes and one shot thermal cutout..

The battery charger model 71310 is manufactured by Schumacher Electric Corporation and

distributed by Sears Roebuck & Company..

The Company has received notification of a house fire believed to have been caused by the
model 71310 battery charger. We have not seen the charger that was envolved in this incident.

Upon investigation , at Schumacher Electric, of the 71310 charger, we have discovered a
failure of some of the 25 amp button diodes , located inside the charger, which were supplied
by one of our vendors. Since then, we have changed vendors and to a larger and higher rated
diode for this application and will use Motorola diodes only. We have also added a thermal
cutoff( one shot) into the transformer in addition to the already existing thermal switch.

Please feel free to call either myself or Mr. Schumacher concerning this matter.

Sincerely;
UL.,—V-«)(.W_
Steve Whalen ext 246

Project Engineer

Schumacher Electric Corporation

cc Don Schumacher
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Sign: To be posted in Sears store

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE

DIEHARD FULLY AUTOMATIC 6/12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER ENGINE STARTER 10/2/60 AMP
SEARS MODEL 200.71310

BACK

Date Code on bottom o;rger\ Label on back of chargerx

ONLY those with the following codes are affected if your charger has a white

H961 , H962 , H963, H964, H965, H966, H967, label showing # 1682, It has
H968 , H969 , H9610 , H9611 , H8612 , H971 , H972, been modified and can be used
POTENTIAL HAZARD

Under certain circumstances there is a potential overheating and possible smokeffire
hazard,

IDENTIFICATION -

The model number is located on the front of the charger. The production Date Code is
molded into the plastic base of the charger. Only those chargers with date codes from
January 1996 through February 1997 (H961...H972, as indicated above) are affected. If the
charager is marked with a White [abel on the back of the charaer with # 1682, the charqer
has been modified and does not need to be returned.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

i you have one of these chargers ( without the white label and within the affected date
code) , bring it to your nearest Sears Auto Center, Sears Hardware Store or Dealer Store
where it can be exchanged for a new charger free of charge. O

INQUIRES: 1 800 SEARS 64

Removal 30 days after posting. MSNS7-006
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Katherin Cumberland = A

Consumer Product Safety Commission = 3

4330 East West Highway Room 613
Bethesda, MD 20814

Reference: Draft of letter for news release and signage.
Corrective action taken on inventory in Sears
warehouse, Sears stores and our warehouse.

Dear Katherin:

Enclosed is a draft of a news release Sears and Schumacher Electric
has put together along with a sign that will be posted in the Sears
stores. Please review these and advise me of your thoughts.

The corrective action we have taken is documented in the rework
procedure #1682, This work has been completed on all of our warehouse
inventory and all Sears stores and warehouse inventory.

Sincerely
SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CORPORATION

Donald A. Schumacher
President

W0

Coils, Transformers, Battery Chargers, Battery Testers, M.l.G. Welders, Electrical Cords



DRAFT #4s
CPSC LETTERHEAD

CPSC CONTACT

SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CONTACT
DON SCHUMACHER
773 973 1600

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APRIL XX 1997

CPSC AND SCHUMACHER ANNOUNCE RECALL OF SEARS BATTERY CHARGER

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC}, Schumacher Electric Corp., Chicago , lllinois, is recalling
approximately 100,000 Sears DieHard battery chargers.

The chargers are being voluntarily recalled due to a wiring connection that, while
the unit is plugged into a live outlet, could result in a short in the transformer causing it
to overheat, creating a possible smoke or fire hazard. Sears has removed all of the
potentially defective units from its shelves, and Schumacher Electric has corrected the
wiring in these chargers.

The chargers were soid in Sears Automotive Centers, Sears Hardware stores and
Sears Dealer stores as Die Hard battery charger model 200.71310. The product date code
is molded into the plastic base of the charger. Only chargers manufactured between
January 1996 and February 1997 are affected by the recall. If the charger is marked with a
white label sticker on the back of the charger with the #1682, this indicates that the
charger has been modified and does not need to be returned. Consumers can check the
date code on the base or bottom of their charger ( see attached diagram) to determine if
their charger is included in the recall.

Consumers are advised to immediately stop using the battery charger and returmn
it to their nearest Sears Auto Center, Sears Hardware Store or Sears Dealer store where it
can be exchanged for a new charger free of charge.

No other Sears battery chargers are involved in the recall.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission protects the public from
unreasonable risks of injury or death from 15,000 types of consumer products under
agency jurisdiction. To report a dangerous product or product related injury and for
information on CPSC’s fax-on-demand services, call CPSC’s hotline(800)638 2772 or
CPSC’s teletypewriter at (800) 638 8270. To order a press release through fax-on-demand,
call (301) 504 0051 from the handset of your fax machine and enter the release number.
Consumers can obtain the release and recall information at CPSC's web site at
HTTP:/iwww.cpsc.gov or via internet gopher services at cpsc.gov. Consumers can report
products hazards to info @cpsc.gov.



Sign: To be posted in Sears store

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE

DIEHARD FULLY AUTOMATIC 6/12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER ENGINE STARTER 10/2/60 AMP
SEARS MODEL 200.71310

FRONT BACK

o

Date Code on bottom oh Label on back of charger
ONLY those with the following codes are affected If your charger has a white
H961 , H962 , H963 , H964 , H965, H966, H967, label showing #1682, It has
H968 , H969 , H9610 , H9611 , H9612 , H971 , H972. been modified and can be used
POTENTIAL HAZARD

Under certain circumstances there is a potential overheating and possible smoke/fire
hazard.

IDENTIFICATION

The model number is located on the front of the charger. The production Date Code is
molded into the plastic base of the charger. Only those chargers with date codes from
January 1996 through February 1997 (H961...H972, as indicated above) are affected. If the
charaer is marked with a White label on the back of the charaer with # 1682. the charaer
has been modified and does not need to be retumed.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

If you have one of these chargers ( without the white label and within the affected date
code) , bring it to your nearest Sears Auto Center , Sears Hardware Store or Dealer Store

where it can be exchanged for a new charger free of charge.
INQUIRES: 1 800 SEARS 64 \V

Removal 30 days after posting. MSN97-006



Rework Procedure # 1682 for 71310 - 94191007 93026428 3-17-97 rev 3-20-97

Object is to rework all stock and in process chargers , all distribution returns and 428
transformers

The transformer is to result in a transformer with:

1. Thermal Switch 3900000106 must be located on the outside of coil, narrow side down, Use a
layer of glass cloth tape under and over the thermal switch. You will have to remove jumpers
Brown , Yeltow and Gray from the transformer before TP can be reinstalled. The thermal switch is
located in positions 5 and 3.

2. A Thermal Cutoff 3900000083 is added to the transformer. Place in bobbin hole and wire to
position 7 and 5.

Make sure both TP and TC leadwires are comnletelv separated from each other and the bodv of
the TP,

3. Reconnect the Brn, Yel and Gry leads.

et o
ki~ ga
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The Charaer is to result in a charaer with:

1. Thermal Switch on the outside of coil

2. Thermal Cutoff added to the transformer

3. Sieeving on the leads designated see 94191007-08
4. Green label on the individual and master cartons

Charger rework Obtain the charger from stock and rework by:

1. Carefully remove the individual cartons from the master carton. Save Master Carton

2. Carefully remove the charger from the individual carton. Save Carton and Manual

3. Remove the six screws securing the cover to the case. Remove Cover. Save all hardware

4. Observe the transformer:

The Thermal switch 3900000106 must be located on the outside of the caoil.

A thermal cutout 3900000083 must be added to the transformer (See proper hookup view ).

5. Sleeving 0399000021 is to be added to the charger linecord connections. If the charger has the
dual wire{ jumper) the sleeving should be put on the terminais next to the linecord connection
and on the single end terminal of the jumper.

5A. Dual lead linecord put 0398000022 on the dual connection and 0399000021 on the single end.
6. Replace the cover and secure with the six saved screws. Place label 1682 on back of charger
above and next to the waming words.

7. Test the charger per standard test specification

8. If charger tests OK , repack with manual in the saved individual carton. Label the carton with

green label. Repack four reworked chargers into the saved master pack. Label the master cart
with one of the green labels. %

9. Restock ‘
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April 9, 1997
Katherin Cumberland
Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway Room 613
Bethesda, MD 20814
Reference: Draft of letter for news release and signage.

Corrective action taken on inventory in Sears
warehocuse, Sears stores and ocur warehouse.

Dear Katherin:

Enclosed is a draft of a news release Sears and Schumacher Electric
has put together along with a sign that will be posted in the Sears
stores. Please review these and advise ma of your thoughts.

The corrective action we have taken i3 dJdocumented in the rework
procedure #1682. This work has been completed on all of our warehouse
inventory and all Sears stores and warehouse inventory.

_ Sincerely
SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CORPORATION

Donald A. Schumachaer
President

\

Coils, Transformers, Battery Charaers. Batterv Tectare M 12 \Waldara Elanciciact Ao
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DRAFT #4s
CPSC LETTERHEAD

CPSC CONTACT

SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CONTACT
DON SCHUMACHER
773 973 1600

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APRIL XX 1997

CPSC AND SCHUMACHER ANNOUNCE RECALL OF SEARS BATTERY CHARGER

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) , Schumacher Electric Corp., Chicago , Nlinois, is recalling
approximately 100,000 Sears DieHard battery chargers.

The chargers are being voluntarily recalled due to a wiring connection that, while
the unit is plugged into a live outiet, could result in a short in the transformer causing it
to overheat, creating a possible smoke or fire hazard. Sears has removed all of the
potentially defective units from its shelves, and Schumacher Electric has corrected the
wiring in these chargers.

The chargers were soid In Sears Automotive Centers, Sears Hardware stores and
Sears Dealer stores as Die Hard battery charger model 200.71310. The product date code
is molded into the plastic base of the charger. Only chargers manufactured between
January 1996 and February 1997 are affected by the recall. If the charger is marked with a
white label sticker on the back of the charger with the #1682, this indicates that the
charger has been modified and does not need to be returned. Consumers can check the
date code on the base or bottom of their charger ( see attached diagram) to determine if
their charger is included in the recall.

Consumers are advised to immediately stop using the battery charger and return
it to their nearest Sears Auto Center, Sears Hardware Store or Sears Dealer store where it
can be exchanged for a new charger free of charge.

No other Sears battery chargers are involved in the recall.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission protects the public from
unreasonabile risks of injury or death from 15,000 types of consumer products under
agency jurisdiction. To report a dangerous product or product related Injury and for
information on CPSC’s fax-on-demand services, call CPSC’s hotline(800)638 2772 or
CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638 8270. To order a press release through fax-on-demand,
call (301) 504 0051 from the handset of your fax machine and enter the release number.
Consumers can obtain the release and recall information at CPSC’'s web site at
HTTP://www.cpsc.gov or via intemet gopher services at cpsc.gov. Consumers can report
products hazards to info @cpsc.gov.

P. 02
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Sign: To be posted in Sears store

IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE

DIEHARD FULLY AUTOMATIC 6/12 VOLT
BATTERY CHARGER ENGINE STARTER 10/2/60 AMP
SEARS MODEL 200.71310

Date Code on bottom oh

Label on back of charger

ONLY those with the following codes are affected If your charger has a white
H961 , H962 , H963, H964, H965, H966, H967, label showing # 1682, It has
H968 , H969 , H9610 , H9611 , H9612 , H971 , H972, been modified and can be used
POTENTIAL HAZARD

Under certain circumstances there is a potential overheating and possible smokeffire
hazard.

{DENTIFICATION

The model number is located on the front of the charger. The production Date Code is
molded into the plastic base of the charger. Only those chargers with date codes from
January 1998 through February 1997 (H961...H972, as indicated above) are affected. If the
charaer is marked with a White label on the back of the charaer with # 1682. the charaer
has baen modified and does not nead to be returmed.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

if you have one of these chargers ( without the white label and within the affected date
code) , bring it to your nearest Sears Auto Center, Sears Hardware Store or Dealer Store
where [t can be exchanged for a new charger free of charge.

*

INQUIRES: 1 800 SEARS 64 "
Removal 30 days after posting. MSN97-006 \\
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Rework Procedure # 1682 for 74310 - 94191007 983026428 3-17-97 rev 3-20-97

Object is to rework all stock and in process chargers , all distribution returns and 428
transformers

The transformer Is to result in a transformer with:

1. Thermal Switch 3300000106 must be located on the outside of coil, narrow side down, Use a
layer of glass cloth tape under and over the thermal switch. You will have to remove jumpers
Brown , Yellow and Gray from the transformer before TP can be reinstalled. The thermal switch is
located In positions § and 3.

2. A Thermal Cutoff 3900000083 Is added to the transformer. Place in bobbin hole and wire to
position 7 and §.

Make sure hoth TP and TC leadwires are combpletelv separated from each other and the bodv of

the TP.
3. Reconnect the Brn, Yel and Gry leads,

N
i
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The Charaer is to result in a charaer with:

1. Thermal Switch on the outside of coil

2. Thermal Cutoff added to the transformer

3. Sleeving on the leads designated see 84191007-08
4. Green label on the individual and master cartons

Charger rework Obtain the charger from stock and rework by:

1. Carefully remove the Individual cartons from the master carton. Save Master Carton

2. Carefully remove the charger from the individual carton. Save Carton and Manual

3. Remove the six screws securing the cover to the case. Remove Cover. Save all hardware

4. Observe the transformer:

The Thermal switch 3900000106 must be located on the outside of the colil.

A thermal cutout 3900000083 must be added to the transformer (See proper hookup view ).

§. Sleeving 0399000021 Js to be added to the charger linecord connections. If the charger has the
dual wire( jJumper) the slesving should be put on the temminals next to the linecord connection
and on the single end terminal of the jumper.

SA. Dual lead linecord put 0399000022 on the dual connection and 0399000021 on the single end.
8. Replace the cover and secure with the six saved screws. Place labe) 1682 on back of charger
above and next to the wamning words.

7. Test the charger per standard test specification

8. If charger tests OK , repack with manual in the saved Individual carton. Label the carton with
green label. Repack four reworked chargers into the saved master pack. Label the master carton
with one of the green labels,

9. Restock M
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Schumacher Electric Corporation
7474 North Rogers Avenue
Chicago , lllinois 60626

Mr. Marc Schoem , Director
Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway Room 613
Bethesda , Maryland 20814

Reference: Notification of product hazard
Mr. Schoem;

Mr. Don Scumacher has requested that | send to you:

Gr b

(2) modei 71310 battery chargers with SY diodes and
(1) model 71310 charger with the Motorola diodes and one shot thermal cutout..
f},w
The battery charger model 71310 is manufactured by Schumacher Electric Corporation and
distributed by Sears Roebuck & Company..

The Company has received notification of a house fire believed to have been caused by the
model 71310 battery charger. We have not seen the charger that was envolved in this incident.

Upon investigation , at Schumacher Electric, of the 71310 charger, we have discovered a
failure of some of the 25 amp button diodes , located inside the charger, which were supplied
by one of our vendors. Since then, we have changed vendors and to a larger and higher rated
diode for this application and will use Motorola diodes only. We have also added a thermal
cutoff( one shot) into the transformer in addition to the already existing thermal switch.

Please feel free to call either myself or Mr. Schumacher concerming this matter.

W
é eve Whalen ext 248

Project Engineer
Schumacher Electric Corporation

cc Don Schumacher

,k'

Coils, Transformers, Battery Chargers, Battery Testers. M.1.G. Welders. Electrical Cords
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UpS United Parcel Service
®

DELIVERY NOTIFICATION T

April 04, 1997

ART CRISTINO

SCHUMACHER ELECTRIC CORP
7474 NORTH ROGERS
CHICAGD IL 60626

Dear Customer,

This is in response to your request for delivery information
concerning the shipment listed below.

To: 4330 EAST WEST HWY RM613
BETHESDA MD 20814

Tracking Number....ccsseeessse0:.. 126889810110004883
Service Level..iccessresensssreneses Next Day Air

According to our records, this parcel was:

Delivered on .eicvenesess 03/725/97 at 10:00
Received bY svserv e BACKSTOM 516

Thank you for g@iving us the opportunity to serve you.

Sincerely,

—. .. FAX

- - - T @j United Parcel Service

TO: /«277“5§VL7£ZVﬂagﬁyn~v

FROMQZZZ)@§@quhCMQ;L

MESSAGE: #acor= ar 7lcsvens

S kindhatni v

wrz.e L\
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Schumacher Electric Corporation
7474 North Rogers Avenue qqg H ? ? 726

Chicago , lllinois 60826

Mr. Marc Schoem , Director
Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 Easl West Highway Room 613
Bethesda , Maryland 20814

Reference: Notlification of product hazard
Mr. Schoem;
Mr. Don Scumacher has requested that | send to you:

(2) model 71310 battery chargers with SY diodes and
{1) model 71310 charger with the Motorola diodes and one shot thermal cutout..

The battery charger model 71310 is manufactured by Schumacher Electric Corporation and
distributed by Sears Roebuck & Company..

The Company has received notification of a house fire believed to have been caused by the
model 71310 battery charger. We have not seen the charger that was envolved in this incident.

Upon investigation , at Schumacher Electric, of the 71310 charger, we have discovered a
failure of some of the 25 amp button diodes , located inside the charger, which were supplied
by one of our vendors. Since then, we have changed vendors and to a larger and higher rated
diode for this application and will use Motorola diodes only. We have also added a thermal
cutoff( one shot) Into the transformer in addition to the already existing thermal switch.

Please feel free to call either myself or Mr. Schumacher conceming this matter.
Sincerely;

Steve Whalen ext 246

Project Engineer

Schumacher Electric Corporation

cc Don Schumacher




News from CPSC
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, D.C. 20207
For Immediate Release CPSC Contact: Jane Francis
April 22, 1987 (301) 504-0580 Ext. 1187

Release # 97-108
Schumacher Contact: Don Schumacher
(773) 973-1600 Ext. 203

CPSC, Schumacher Announce Recall of Sears Battery Chargers

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC),
Schumacher Electric Corp. of Chicago, Il1l., is recalling about 100,000 Sears DieHard
battery chargers. The battery charger has a wiring connection that could short and cause
the transformer to overheat. This poses a potential fire hazard.

CPSC is aware of one alleged incident of a fire involving this battery charger. No
injuries resulted.

The Sears Die Hard battery charger being recalled is model number 200.71310
manufactured between January 1996 and February 1997. The model number is located on the

front of the charger and the date code (H361 through H972) is molded into the plastic base
on the bottom of the charger. Labeling on the front of the charger reads in part,
"Sears...Die Hard...Fully Automatic Battery Charger Engine Starter." Battery chargers that
have a white sticker on the back of the charger displaying number 1682 have already been
modified and are not involved in this recall. ’

-more-

{battery charger)-2-

vl

Sears Automotive Centers, Sears Hardware stores, and Sears Dealer stores sold these
battery chargers from January 1996 through February 1997 for about $65.

Consumers should immediately stop using these battery chargers and return them to the
nearest Sears Auto Center, Sears Hardware store, or Sears Dealer store for a free L
replacement. For more information about this recall, consumers should call 1-8Q0-SEARS6E4.

No other Sears battery chargers are involved in this recall. Y

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission protects the public from unreasonable



-

risks of injury or death frr— 15,000 types of consumer produr-3 under the agency's
jurisdiction. To report a d ,erous product or a product-rel .d injury and for
information on CPSC's fax-on-demand service, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or
CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270. To order a press release through fax-on-demand,
call (301) 504-0051 from the handset of your fax machine and enter the release number.
Consumers can obtain this release and recall information at CPSC's web site at
http://www.cpsc.gov or via Internet gopher services at cpsc.gov. Consumers can report
product hazards to info@cpsc.gov. #i###
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Document Number:

Date Received :
City :

Source :

Prod :

Prod :

Date Injured :
Age:

Disposition

Brand :
Model :

Narrative :

ClearingHouse r vrmat - With Manufacturer
Reported Incidents

4/17197
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Page 1
National Injury Information ClearingHouse
G9690080A Task Number: 961003CCC7018 Issue : 51
09/19/96 Confirmed : Date Entered : 10/02/96
NORTHBROOK State : IL Zip : 00000
0 Type Of Contact: 20
883 BATTERY CHARGERS
0 NO SECOND PRODUCT INVOLVEMENT
08/12/96 D Work Related : N
0 Sex: 0 UNKNOWN
: 0 0=NOINJURY Haz Type: 1 FIRES AND FLAMES

MANUFACTURER UNKNO  Screened ?7:
0

A HOUSE FIRE APPARENTLY STARTED IN A BATTERY CHARGER IN THE GARAGE.
NO INJURY DAMAGE: N/A



